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Lang Wins Russ Harris Memorial Race to open 2018 Pro Gas Season 

By Bob Johnson Auto Club Dragway Fontana, Calif.  Feb 3, 2018 

Mike Lang opened the 2018 Southern California Pro Gas Association race season with a victory in the Russ 

Harris Memorial Race, sponsored by Harris Family Motorsports.  Lang defeated Val Torres Jr in the final 

round at Auto Club Dragway, Fontana, Calif. 

Pro Gas, celebrating its 40th season of drag racing, opened the year with thirty cars entering the event.  Val 

Torres Jr., driving the Conroy Brotherôs ô57 Corvette for the first time, not only went to the final round, but 

was the number one qualifier of the race.  Pro Gas President Ray Cordeiro was the second-best qualifier, with 

Kevin McClelland third and Greg Bonds fourth. 

Torres Jr., opened the third round of racing with a perfect .000 reaction time to defeat Brad Pierce, Hector 

Zermeno advanced as Karen Comstock broke-out with her ô57 Chevy after cutting a .001 light, Hollis Col-

leasure used a .012 light and 9.907 to beat Joe Galati, and Lang ran .009 of the index to beat Val Torres Sr. 

Torres had a superior light to Zermenoôs Pontiac to open the semifinals, and Lang moved on as Colleasureôs 

ô27 Ford roadster went -.004 red.  The final round was a double-breakout affair, with Lang getting the win  

!ÆÔÅÒ ×ÉÎÎÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ǢÎÁÌ 0ÒÏ 'ÁÓ ÒÁÃÅ ÏÆ ΨΦΧέȟ -ÉËÅ ,ÁÎÇ 

ÏÐÅÎÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÎÅ× ÙÅÁÒ ×ÉÔÈ Á ×ÉÎ ×ÉÔÈ ÈÉÓ #ÈÅÖÙ #ÏÒÖÅÔÔÅȢ 

6ÁÌ 4ÏÒÒÅÓ *Ò ÄÒÏÖÅ ÔÈÅ #ÏÎÒÏÙ "ÒÏÔÈÅÒÓ #ÏÒÖÅÔÔÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 

ÎÕÍÂÅÒ ÏÎÅ ÑÕÁÌÉÆÙÉÎÇ ÓÐÏÔ ÁÎÄ ÒÕÎÎÅÒ-ÕÐ ǢÎÉÓÈ ÉÎ 2ÁÃÅ ΧȢ 
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Wiechmannôs perfect light wins Champion 

Cooling Pro Gas race 

By Bob Johnson Auto Club Dragway  February 4, 2018 

Paul Wiechmann has been racing with the Southern California 

Pro Gas Assoc., for almost as long as the group has been estab-

lishedð40 year ago.  Paul has won his fair share of Pro Gas rac-

es, and he opened the new season by winning the Champion 

Cooling Systems Super Sunday Pro Gas drags at Fontana, using a 

perfect light in the final to stop Kevin McClelland.   

Hollis Colleasure was the top qualifier for the event with his ô27 

Ford roadster, with Karen Comstock second, Mike Lang third, 

and Mike Boner fourth.  Wiechmann put his Meziere Enterprise 

Chevy Corvette into the final with wins over Greg Martin in 

round one, he ran 9.901 in the second round to stop rookie Bran-

don Harris, Paul got a bye in round three and in the semifinal, he 

stopped Ray Cordeiro.  Kevin McClelland used this race week-

end as a tune-up for the next weekend race, the NHRA Lucas Oil 

Winternationals at Pomona.  In round one he used an .008 light 

and ran .008 off his index to beat Greg Bonds, in round two he 

beat Matt Treadway, and in round three he cut a .001 light to put 

Mike Bonerôs Thunderbird on the trailer.  KMac used a .006 light 

in the semifinal to beat Ray Cordeiro.   

The final round paired two of the finest Pro Gas racers in the re-

gion, with Paul Wiechmann recording a perfect .000 reaction 

time and running .013 off the index to McClellandôs .009 light 

and 9.936 elapsed time.  It was a big win for Paul, as Kevin 

ñsavedò his final round win light for the next Sunday at Pomona, 

where he claimed the Winternationals Super Gas title, defeating 

Phil Unruh for the trophy. 

The win by Wiechmann puts him in second place in the Pro Gas 

standings, behind points leader Hollis Colleasure.  Mike Lang is 

third, and McClelland is fourth.  Races number 3 and 4 will be 

June 16-17 at Auto Club Dragway. 

(ÏÌÌÉÓ #ÏÌÌÅÁÓÕÒÅ ×ÅÎÔ ÔÏ Ô×Ï ÓÅÍÉǢÎÁÌÓ ÉÎ Ô×Ï ÄÁÙÓȟ ÂÕÔ  ÄÉÄÎȭÔ 

ÁÄÖÁÎÃÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ǢÎÁÌȢ  +ÅÖÉÎ -Ã#ÌÅÌÌÁÎÄ ×ÏÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÍÁÔÃÈ ÏÎ 3ÕÎÄÁÙȢ 

0ÁÕÌ 7ÉÅÃÈÍÁÎÎ  ×ÏÎ ÈÉÓ ÓÅÍÉǢÎÁÌ ÒÁÃÅ ×ÉÔÈ 2ÁÙ #ÏÒÄÅÉÒÏȟ ÒÕÎÎÉÎÇ 

ίȢίΧή ÔÏ Á ÔÏÏ ÑÕÉÃË ίȢήήΫ ÆÏÒ #ÏÒÄÅÉÒÏȢ 

0ÁÕÌ 7ÉÅÃÈÍÁÎÎ ÄÅÆÅÁÔÓ +ÅÖÉÎ -Ã#ÌÅÌÌÁÎÄȢ 4ÈÅ 7ÉÅÃÈÍÁÎÎ &ÁÍÉÌÙɂ#ÏÎÇÒÁÔÕÌÁÔÉÏÎÓȦ 2ÏÏËÉÅ 0ÒÏ 'ÁÓ ÒÁÃÅÒɂ"ÒÁÎÄÏÎ (ÁÒÒÉÓȢ 

{ǇŜŎƛŀƭ ¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ /ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴ /ƻƻƭƛƴƎ {ȅǎǘŜƳǎ 

!ƴŘ ǘƘŜ IŀǊǊƛǎ CŀƳƛƭȅ 

CƻǊ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴ /ƻƻƭƛƴƎ {ȅǎǘŜƳǎ 

ά{ǳǇŜǊ {ǳƴŘŀȅ tǊƻ Dŀǎ 5ǊŀƎǎέ 
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  {ƻ/ŀƭ tǊƻ Dŀǎ нлмт !ǿŀǊŘǎ .ŀƴǉǳŜǘ 

0ÁÕÌ 7ÉÅÃÈÍÁÎÎ ǢÎÉÓÈÅÄ ǢÆÔÈ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÁÎÄÉÎÇÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÁÎËÅÄ ÁÌÌ 

ÔÈÅ ÒÁÃÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÓÐÏÎÓÏÒÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÏÎ 0ÒÏ 'ÁÓ ÒÁÃÉÎÇȢ 

+ÅÖÉÎ -Ã#ÌÅÌÌÁÎÄ ÅÎÄÅÄ ȬΧέ ÉÎ ÔÈÉÒÄ ÐÌÁÃÅȢ  (Å ÁÎÄ ×ÉÆÅ ,ÉÓÁ ×ÅÒÅ 

ÖÅÒÙ ÁÃÔÉÖÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÒÉÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ Á×ÁÒÄÓ ÂÁÎÑÕÅÔȢ 

-ÁÒË &ÅÎÔÏÎ ÈÁÄ ÈÉÓ ǢÎÅÓÔ ÓÅÁÓÏÎ ÏÆ 0ÒÏ 'ÁÓ ÒÁÃÉÎÇ ȟ ÅÎÄÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ 

ÙÅÁÒ ÉÎ ÆÏÕÒÔÈ ÐÌÁÃÅȢ 

ΨΦΧέ 3ÏÕÔÈÅÒÎ #ÁÌÉÆÏÒÎÉÁ 0ÒÏ 'ÁÓ ÃÈÁÍÐÉÏÎ *ÏÈÎ 2ÏÓÓ ×ÁÓ ÖÅÒÙ 

ÁÐÐÒÅÃÉÁÔÉÖÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 0ÒÏ 'ÁÓ ÓÅÒÉÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÉÔÓ ÓÐÏÎÓÏÒÓȢ 

ΨΦΧέ 3Ï#ÁÌ 0ÒÏ 'ÁÓ #ÈÁÍÐÉÏÎ *ÏÈÎ 2ÏÓÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÄÁÄ 'ÁÒÙ 2ÏÓÓ 

ÁÎÄ ÍÏÔÈÅÒ +ÁÔÈÙ 2ÏÓÓȢ 

4ÈÅ ΨΦΧέ 0ÒÏ 'ÁÓ ÂÁÎÑÕÅÔ ÈÁÄ Á ÇÒÅÁÔ ÔÕÒÎÏÕÔ ÏÆ ÒÁÃÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ 

ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓȟ ÐÌÕÓ ÌÏÔÓ ÏÆ ÇÒÅÁÔ ÆÏÏÄȢ 
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  нлму tǊƻ Dŀǎ tƻƛƴǘǎ 

tƻǎƛπ
ǝƻƴ 

5ǊƛǾŜǊ 
wŀŎŜ 
м 

wŀŎŜ 
н 

wо wп wр wс wт wу 
5ǊƻǇ 
wŀŎŜ м 

5ǊƻǇ 
wŀŎŜ н 

¢ƻǘŀƭ 

м Iƻƭƭƛǎ /ƻƭƭŜŀǎǳǊŜ сло смф                 мннн 

н tŀǳƭ ²ƛŜŎƘƳŀƴƴ плм улу                 мнлф 

о aƛƪŜ [ŀƴƎ улр омп                 мммф 

п YŜǾƛƴ aŎ/ƭŜƭƭŀƴŘ омп тмм                 млнр 

πр ±ŀƭ ¢ƻǊǊŜǎ {Ǌ рлн рлн                 мллп 

с wŀȅ /ƻǊŘŜƛǊƻ омр слр                 фнл 

т aŀǧ ¢ǊŜŀŘǿŀȅ пмм пмо                 унп 

у aƛŎƘŀŜƭ .ƻƴŜǊ олу рмр                 уно 

ф YŀǊŜƴ /ƻƳǎǘƻŎƪ рлт омр                 унн 

мл WƻŜ Dŀƭŀǝ рлн омл                 умн 

мм .ǊŀŘ tƛŜǊŎŜ рлн олр                 улт 

мн wƻŘƴŜȅ {ŎŀǊƭŜǧ пло плм                 улп 

мо {ǘŜǾŜ tŀǊǎƻƴǎ плм плм                 улн 

мп [ŀǊǊȅ .ǊŀŘǎƘŀǿ плм плм                 улн 

мр DŜƴŜ /ŀǊǘŜǊ олл рлн                 улн 

мс ±ŀƭ ¢ƻǊǊŜǎ WǊ тнл                   тнл 

мт wŀƴŘȅ YŜǊǎŜȅ омм плт                 тму 

му aŀǊƪ CŜƴǘƻƴ плр олф                 тмп 

мф 5Ŝƴƴƛǎ YŜŎƪ плм олу                 тлф 

нл .ƻō IŀǊǊƛǎ олс омм                 смт 

нм DǊŜƎ .ƻƴŘǎ омо олл                 смо 

нн YŜƴƴȅ {ƴƻǿ омн олл                 смн 

но IŜŎǘƻǊ ½ŜǊƳŜƴƻ сло                   сло 

нп DŀǊȅ IŜǎǎŜƭōǊƻŎƪ олл олм                 слм 

нр .ǊŀƴŘƻƴ IŀǊǊƛǎ   плм                 плм 

  нлму {Ƙƻƻǘ hǳǘ tƻƛƴǘǎ 
tƻǎƛπ
ǝƻƴ 

5ǊƛǾŜǊ w м w н w о w п w р wс w т wу ¢ƻǘŀƭ 

м aŀǧ ¢ǊŜŀŘǿŀȅ мл мн             нн 

н YŜǾƛƴ aŎŎƭŜƭƭŀƴŘ мп т             нм 

о aƛŎƘŀŜƭ .ƻƴŜǊ у мо             нм 
п YŀǊŜƴ /ƻƳǎǘƻŎƪ р мр             нл 

р wŀȅ /ƻǊŘŜƛǊƻ мр н             мт 
с wŀƴŘȅ YŜǊǎŜȅ мм с             мт 

т .ƻō IŀǊǊƛǎ с мм             мт 

у ±ŀƭ ¢ƻǊǊŜǎ WǊ мс               мс 

ф Iƻƭƭƛǎ /ƻƭƭŜŀǎǳǊŜ   мс             мс 

мл aƛƪŜ [ŀƴƎ   мп             мп 

мм DǊŜƎ .ƻƴŘǎ мо               мо 

мн aŀǊƪ CŜƴǘƻƴ п ф             мо 

мо YŜƴƴȅ {ƴƻǿ мн               мн 

мп WƻŜ Dŀƭŀǝ   мл             мл 
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Race Date Winner Runner-up #1 Qualifier Event Sponsor 

1 02/03/2018 Mike Lang Val Torres Jr Val Torres Jr Harris Family  Motorsports 

2 02/04/2018 Paul Wiechmann Kevin McClelland Hollis Colleasure Champion Cooling Systems 

3 06/16/2018     

4 06/17/2018     

5 07/07/2018    Meziere Cool Down Nationals 

6 07/08/2018     

7 09/15/2018     

8 09/15/2018     

Shootout 09/15/2018     

tǊƻ Dŀǎ {ŎƻǊŜōƻŀǊŘ 

  

{ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ tǊƻ Dŀǎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ 

Southern California 

Pro Gas Champions 

1980   ED SIGMON 

1981   RONNIE MARCUM 

1982   ALAN FILLEBROWN 

1983   RICK ABOOD 

1984   SCOTT KENDIG 

1985   SCOTT KENDIG  

1986   CRAIG COVE 

1987   SKIP BELK 

1988   ROGER FILLEBROWN 

1989   GARY MIGNACCA 

1990   SKIP BELK 

1991   JED BOURQUIN 

1992   ED SELLNOW 

1993   RICK WEBB 

1994   BILL WELCH 

1995   BOB HARRIS 

1996   RAY CORDEIRO 

1997   PETE BOTHE 

1998   GARY MIGNACCA 

1999   PETE BOTHE 

2000   DAVE MEZIERE 

2001   DAVE COAPSTICK 

2002   GREG VENTURA 

2003   GARY MIGNACCA 

2004   MIKE BLODGETT SR. 

2005   ALAN HOEFER 

2006   JIM ISRAEL 

2007   PETE BOTHE 

2008   PETE BOTHE 

2009   GLEN SMITH 

2010   VAL TORRES SR. 

2011-2013 Did not complete 

2014   VAL TORRES JR. 

2015   MIKE BLODGETT JR 

2016   VINCE CAMPA 

2017   JOHN ROSS 
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Pro Gas Sponsors  

Harris Family  

Racing  

Les and Jeannette Harris  

B & B Electric  

Gary and John Ross  

 

 

  


